
114 STAND. COM. REP. NO. 

Honolulu, Hawaii 

FEB 1 2 2015 
RE : S.B. No. 600 

Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
President of the Senate 
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature 
Regular Session of 2015 
State of Hawaii 

Madam : 

Your Committee on Education, to which was referred S.B. 
No. 600 entitled: 

"A BILL FOR AN ACT MAKING AN EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION FOR KUA 
0 KA LA PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL AND THE HAWAII ACADEMY OF ARTS 
AND SCIENCE PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL," 

begs leave to report as follows: 

The purpose and intent of this measure is to provide 
emergency funds to Kua o Ka La Public Charter School and the 
Hawaii Academy of Arts and Science Public Charter School for costs 
associated with the threat of lava flow on the Island of Hawaii. 

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure 
from the State Public Charter School Commission, Hawaii Public 
Charter Schools Network, Office of Hawaiian Affairs, Kua o Ka La 
Public Charter School, Hawaii Academy of Arts and Science Public 
Charter School, Hawaii Island School Garden Network, Kamehameha 
Schools, Hawaii State Teachers Association, and one hundred fifty 
individuals. Your Committee received comments on this measure 
from the Department of Budget and Finance. 

Your Committee finds that Kua o Ka La Public Charter School 
and the Hawaii Academy of Arts and Sciences Public Charter School 
have expended funds to prepare for the lava flow on the Island of 
Hawaii. Hawaii Academy of Arts and Sciences Public Charter School 
is in the direct path of the flow, but has not been subject to 
mandatory evacuation. As such, it must continue to operate in its 
current location due to rent commitments. Should the lava 
continue on its path, the campus could be bisected with lava flow, 
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some facilities could be lost, and access could become restricted. 
Kua o Ka La Public Charter School has expended funds to expand its 
location in Hilo to accommodate students whose access to the main 
campus could be cut off by lava flow. It is also preparing for 
additional enrollment depending on the lava flow's impact on 
transportation. 

Your Committee further finds that because public charter 
schools have no emergency funds, and because federal aid only 
exists in the form of reimbursements, these schools require state 
aid to prepare for and recover from the effects of the lava flow 
on the Island of Hawaii. 

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your 
Committee on Education that is attached to this report, your 
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No. 600 
and recommends that it pass Second Reading and be referred to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committee on Education, 

. 
MICHELLE N. KIDANI, Chair 
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KOUCHI, Ronald D. 
NISHIHARA, Clarence K. 

0 The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure. 

If so, then the previous decision was to: 

/- 

I 

The Recommendation is: 

THIELEN, Laura H. 

SLOM, Sam 

R P a s s ,  unamended Pass, with amendments 0 Hold 0 Recommit 
231 2 231 1 231 0 231 3 

n 

Members I Aye I Aye(WR) I Nay 1 Excused 

DELA CRUZ, Donovan M. 
KEITH-AGARAN, Gilbert S.C. 

T O T A L  5’ 
Recommendation: 

Adopted 0 Not Adopted 
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